HORTON HIGH SCHOOL
Grade Twelve Political Science-Course Outline 
“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.”









Franklin D. Roosevelt

Brad Richard





Room 2023 (Upper West)Course Description Political science is the study of how individuals, groups and institutions obtain and exercise control and authority and the competition between them. The course will cover the four traditional areas for a Canadian high school political science course which include; political theory, comparative politics, international relations and domestic politics and political systems. The textbook for the course is Canadian and World Politics by Ruypers.
The Units and chapters covered will be;

UNIT 1   The Nature of Politics
· Ch. 1 The Concept of Politics

· Ch. 2 Ideologies and Values

· Ch. 3 Religion and Politics

· Ch. 4 Nationalism and Internationalism

UNIT 2   Decision Making and Participation
· Ch. 5 Forms of Government

· Ch. 6 Democratic Decision Making

· Ch. 7 Participation by Individuals and Groups in Politics

The course will be delivered through instruction, guest speakers, student investigation, presentations and simulation activities as well as individual and group research and discussion. Students will have the opportunity to select areas for in-depth research and study in the four categories listed above. Critical thinking and writing will be essential for success in the course as will daily contributions to class discussions. Students will be expected to read, listen to and watch a variety of news sources so that they become knowledgeable about current issues relevant to the course. 
Course Evaluation 

	Assignments and Homework
These will take on a variety of forms including responding to questions from the text that will help you develop a sense of your own political views. You will also be required to read news stories from a variety of sources, respond to them and connect them to topics covered in class.
	25%

	Projects and Papers

The main projects will be a research paper designed to hone your skills for papers at the next level and several simulations designed to explore political power.
	30%

	Tests and Quizzes

Some chapters will allow for a significant number of objective questions but all chapters will have subjective questions that will ask you to analyze, prioritize and to make comparisons
	25%

	Final Exam
The questions on the final exam will allow you to combine all of the information that you've acquired through reading, class discussions and responses to news articles.
	20%  


Expectations and Guidelines
Submitted Work and Communication Plan- Please make good use of the Horton Calendar, which for this course will be the grade 12 calendar, to check for due dates. It is also important to use the course website and Google classroom site to access the online resources. Assignments and projects are posted there as are many of the materials we use in class. You will also use Classroom to submit individual and group work. It is important to check the student portal to keep track of completed work and how it affects your marks
Most of your work will be submitted for evaluation. It is important that all submitted work, including homework, meets grade twelve standards for spelling, punctuation, grammar and legibility. It is essential to complete and submit work on time so that you can give each assignment and project the appropriate amount of attention and that work does not accumulate and become stressful. When work is not submitted on the due date a 0 and an L, indicating that the work is late, will be entered in the student portal so that you can see how it will affect your mark. Any assignments that are submitted after the due date without a note from a parent or guardian may be subject to a penalty of 5% of the value of that assignment, per day, up to a total deduction of 25%. The terminal deadline for submission of any assignment is ten school days after the due date. I will contact home by e-mail if any student misses a major test or project, or by phone if they are not handing work in on a consistent basis. If a student should miss an in class test or a due date for submitted work a note from a parent or guardian will be required for a make-up test or deadline extension respectively. The note is simply to acknowledge that the parent or guardian is aware of the missed work and does not need to explain the reason for the absence. 
Participation- Success in this course will be based largely on the ability to understand principles, concepts and cause and effect relationships covered. This will require consistent attendance at, and participation in, class and discussions. Your questions will most likely be helpful to your classmates so it is important for all concerned that you inquire when things are not clear. In other words, speak up early and often.
Extra Help- I am available at lunch hour with the exception of Monday lunch. You may also schedule other times by contacting me in person or by e-mail at blrichard@gnspes.ca 
Plagiarism- While it is now easier, and possibly more tempting, to present the work of another as one’s own it is also much easier to determine that this has been done. As this sort of activity may result in the loss of the entire mark for a project, with obvious consequences for an overall mark, it is best to avoid this sort of practice at all costs. Style guides are available to assist writers in the use of quotations and endnotes so that proper credit may be given and the loss of marks avoided. 
This outline is subject to change or adjustment based on, but not limited to, changes in IBO, Education Department, Board, or School policy and the school schedule.

